
October 5, 2008

To our brothers and sisters at Grace Church of Mentor,

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ from your brothers and sisters at Tri-County Bible 
Church!

It is hard to believe that today marks the 10th anniversary of the first meeting of Tri–County Bible 
Church. We are overwhelmed by what the Lord has done in building His church since that Sunday 
morning on October 4, 1998. We are humbled by His goodness to us. We echo the words of the 
psalmist, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of Your steadfast love 
and Your faithfulness!” (Psalm 115:1)

This morning we are rejoicing in what God has done for us. As part of our rejoicing, we are thanking 
Him for the part that Grace Church of Mentor has played in the founding and development of our 
congregation. On behalf of all associated with Tri–County, I want to express a multi–faceted “Thank 
you!” to the members and leaders of Grace Church for what you have done to see the Lord’s work 
extended through church planting, both in Madison and elsewhere.

Thank you for allowing me to serve at Grace Church on an interim basis prior to the planting of 
Tri–County. My time on staff, especially with Pastors Bob and Tim Potter, was invaluable in my 
ministry development. The fact that you minister in a city called “Mentor” is a happy coincidence, 
for mentoring is Pastor Potter’s special burden and gift. I thank God for you men!

Thank you for your support and direction during the thirteen months we held Bible studies in the 
Simcic home (August 1997 – September 1998). 

Thank you for providing my financial support once we began services. I am still amazed that a 
church the size of Grace in 1998 was able and willing to take full financial responsibility for a 
church plant and planter. I’ve not heard of another situation like that since that time. I know the 
struggles both of working as a bi-vocational church planter and of raising support via deputation. 
Thank you for sparing my family that by your sacrificial giving. You were generous, and your heart 
for investing in the Lord’s kingdom rather than your own church was and is exemplary. Thank you! 

Thank you for giving a core of founding members from your own membership. Giving solid 
families is much more generous than giving finances, and I’m confident that starting with a core 
group saved us years in the church planting process.

Thank you for praying for us so consistently. We know that your pray for us when you assemble 
together and that many of you pray for us in private, and we are grateful.

Thank you for your wise counsel over years of ministry. We have “borrowed brains” from you often, 
and we continue to do so. 

Thank you for partnering with us in ministry. It has been a joy to have combined worship services 
with you, to fellowship and labor with you at leadership meetings, to team in the ministry of Great 
Lakes Bible Institute, to join together for local “marches,” to occasionally share (mostly borrow) 
equipment and vehicles, to team in ministry to our teens and children, to pool our resources in the 
planting of other churches, and to partner in the support of missionaries. It is our hope that this 
sort of cooperation will only increase in the years ahead. 

By God’s grace, Tri–County Bible Church has been blessed to become independent and self-
supporting, to have more than seventy believers covenanted together in membership, to be regularly 
ministering to more than two hundred souls in the Tri–County area, to add a second full-time pastor, 
to have a leadership team of eight godly elders and deacons (two of whom were converted since the 
founding of Tri–County), to be consistently involved in the support of five church planters locally and 
internationally, and to be on the verge of owning our own building—in no small part due to the vision 
and generosity of Grace Church of Mentor. The specifics we’ve listed are only part of what the Lord 
has done for us through you, both personally and corporately. We praise God for you and with you! We 
say again, “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory.”

To the praise of God’s glorious grace,

Pastor Chris on behalf of Tri-County Bible Church

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

exal tat ion  •   edi f i cat ion  •   evangel i sm  •   ever y-member  minis t r y

2 9  w e s t  m a i n  s t r e e t    m a d i s o n ,  o h i o  4 4 0 5 7    p  4 4 0 . 4 2 8 . 7 7 4 4     f  4 4 0 . 4 1 7 . 0 5 7 3


