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My name is Chris Anderson, and I’m the pastor of Tri-County Bible Church in Madison, Ohio. 
The fact that you are listening to this recording indicates that someone you know cares enough 
about you to have given it to you. I would like to share with you a straightforward explanation 
of the gospel—the good news about how you can be saved from your sins through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In particular, I will explain what the Bible says about how sinful people can be right 
with God and enjoy an intimate relationship with him both now and for eternity. Because my own 
opinion really doesn’t matter, and because the Bible is both true and authoritative, I will be 
sharing the truth of the Scriptures, quoting from them often. I’d encourage you to write down 
the references and study them on your own.  
 
1. God exists, and He created all things. 
The first major lesson which the Bible teaches us is that God exists, and that He created all 
things. Genesis 1:1, the first verse of the Bible, says, “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.” Hebrews 11:3 says that “by faith we understand that the worlds were made by 
the word of God.” The biblical record is that God spoke everything into existence: “God said 
‘Let there be,’ and there was.” John 1:1-3 is a particularly important text regarding creation. It 
teaches us that it was Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, who created all things. Jesus is 
called the Word because Jesus himself is the perfect communication from God. Notice what it 
says about Him: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by Him, and without 
Him nothing was made that was made.” 
 
God created everything. What difference does that make? Well, it’s not just a scientific point to 
debate with evolutionists. Instead, it is the basis of all Bible truth, and the starting point of 
Christianity. Beyond that, it is a fact which is very important for you. God created all things, 
which means that He created you. As a result, it means that you are accountable to Him! It 
means that you will answer to Him one day as your Owner and Judge. Finally, it means that the 
goal of your life must be to serve and please God, not yourself. As Colossians 1:16 says, “all 
things—you and I included—were created by Jesus and for Jesus.” The ultimate purpose of 
every human life is to bring glory to Jesus Christ, our God and our Creator. 
 
Transition 
Unfortunately, not one of us comes close to fulfilling that purpose, The Bible says that we fall 
short of God’s expectations because of our own moral failures. The Bible calls those moral 
failures sin. That leads us to the second major lesson which the Bible teaches us. First, God 
exists, and He created all things. Second… 
 
2. All humans are sinners, both by birth and by choice. 
 
The Bible says that the greatest problem that you face is not the economy or a financial bind, 
not poor health, not a struggling marriage or rebellious children, not stress, not even threats of 
violence or war or terrorism. The greatest problem you face is you—the greatest enemy of 
your soul is your own sin. The Bible describes sin in I John 3:4 as rebellion against God’s Law. 
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God has given commandments to us in the Scriptures—commandments which we perpetually 
and willfully and arrogantly disobey in utter defiance of God’s authority. We are therefore guilty 
before God. 
 
Although God created us, He didn’t create us to be sinners. In fact, when God finished creating 
the world and everything in it, He reflected on His creation and declared that it was “very 
good” (Genesis 1:31). Ecclesiastes 7:29 repeats this point when it says, “God made men 
upright.” However it continues to say that mankind rejected that righteousness and chose sin 
instead: “God made men upright, but they have sought out many sinful schemes”—we have 
rejected God and chosen to live for ourselves instead. 
 
Genesis gives us the history of human sin. Adam and Eve were created without sin. They had 
the option of obeying God. However, they did not obey God. They rebelled against Him and 
broke the one command He had issued at that time. Romans 5 says that since Adam sinned, all 
of his descendants—all humanity—have been born sinners. We are sinners by nature; it is a trait 
that we inherit from our first parents, Adam and Eve. Any parent can see that this point is true. 
No one has too teach a young child to be self-centered—to whine, or to become angry, or to 
take what is not theirs. Sin comes naturally, right? Sure. That is because even that child is a 
sinner—a cute sinner, perhaps, but a sinner nonetheless. In Psalm 51:5, David says that he was a 
sinner from the time of his conception! Psalm 58:3 concurs: “The wicked are estranged [from 
God] from the womb; They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.” That describes 
you, and me, and all other humans throughout history.  
 
You see, sin is a universal problem. The Bible says in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned, and fall 
short of the glory of God.” The Bible teaches from cover to cover that we do not measure up 
to God's perfect standard of righteousness and that we therefore cannot live with God in the 
glories of heaven. Romans 3:10 proves that there are no exceptions: “there is none who is 
righteous—not even one!” Isaiah 53:6 says that we have all gone “our own way”—a description 
of our rebellion against God. We must not minimize this fact. We don’t just have personal 
weaknesses or minor character flaws. We are all rebels against Almighty God, the One who 
created us and the One to whom we will ultimately answer. Sin is a great problem precisely 
because every sin is committed against a great God. Indeed, Isaiah 59:2 says that it is sin which 
separates us from God. God cannot tolerate our sin. 
 
The news about our sin gets even worse. We know from the Bible—and even from our own 
consciences—that we are guilty of sinning against God. But what is the consequence of our sin? 
What difference does it make? The Bible is clear on this point, as well. Romans 6:23 says that 
“the wages of sin (what we’ve earned by sinning) is death.” In other words, sin is a capital crime, 
requiring that we be punished by death. God warned Adam and Eve of this in the garden of 
Eden, telling them that if they disobeyed His one command, they would “certainly die.” They 
did disobey God, and men and women have been dying ever since. Sin is the cause of death, of 
disease, of warfare, of suffering, of cruelty, even of the violence of the natural world. Before 
there was sin, there was no death. But as God warned, the payment for sin was and continues 
to be death.  
 
Worse yet, however, the wages of sin don’t end when our hearts stop beating. Revelation 20 
describes a scene in which all humans will stand before God. It says that those who are sinners 
will be punished by being cast, along with Satan himself, into the lake of fire. This, says 
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Revelation 20:15, is “the second death.” The first death is physical; the second is spiritual and 
eternal. In short, the Bible says that because you and I sin, we deserve to be punished in the 
lake of fire, apart from God, for eternity. I know that that is hard to hear, but it is the truth of 
the Scripture—the truth that Jesus spoke of more often than He spoke of heaven. Hell isn’t 
only for the Hitlers of history; it is for all sinners, including you and me. And because God is 
perfectly just, He must judge sin. Sin must be punished with a punishment that perfectly fits the 
crime—death. 
 
Transition 
If we are all sinners, and if God must judge sin, how can sinful people be right with God? How 
can we avoid the punishment we deserve? How can we be forgiven? How can we have a 
relationship with God instead of being separated from Him by sin? The Bible moves from the 
bad news of sin to the good news—the Gospel!—of Jesus Christ. That’s the third lesson we’re 
going to learn from the Scriptures: 
 
3. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, lived a sinless life, died as our substitute, and rose 
again from the dead. 
 
As we noted earlier, Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He has always existed—John 1 says that 
He existed “in the beginning” and that He was the one who “created all things.” Contrary to 
the foolish ideas of men, Jesus Christ was not merely a prophet, or a good man, or a moral 
teacher. Jesus, to quote the Apostle Peter from Matthew 16:16, is “the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.” The word “Christ” is not merely Jesus’ last name. It’s actually a title. Jesus is “the 
Christ,” the Messiah, the Savior who was promised throughout the Old Testament. As soon as 
Adam and Eve sinned, God promised to send a human who would “crush” Satan’s head and 
deliver humanity from sin. For thousands of years, God’s people awaited this Deliverer. Almost 
2000 years ago, the many Old Testament promises of a Savior were finally fulfilled. Jesus was 
miraculously conceived in a virgin’s womb, and was born in a stable in Bethlehem. The Savior 
had come to earth as a baby! Jesus was a man; but Jesus was not merely a man; He was the 
God-Man—entirely God and entirely human. Remember that John 1:1 refers to Jesus as “the 
Word,” the greatest and clearest communication from God. John 1:14 goes on to say that “the 
Word became flesh—human!—and lived among us.” That is Jesus. He existed eternally as God, 
but He took on human flesh in order to deliver humans from the great enemy of our souls—
sin. 
 
Jesus lived a sinless life. No other human has done that. Remember, “all have sinned.” But Jesus 
Christ was the exception. I Peter 2:22 is but one example of many verses that teach this crucial 
point: “Jesus committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.” He fulfilled every Law of 
God—the very laws which we have broken and which demand our punishment. 
 
Yet, although Jesus never sinned, he died as a criminal—hanging on a cross, a Persian form of 
execution used by the Romans. How did the perfect God-man who had never sinned come to 
die like a miserable sinner? Well, John 1 tells us that Jesus, the light, came into a dark, sinful 
world, and that world rejected him. This was no mistake; indeed, it was planned by God. Jesus 
himself explained in Mark 10:45 that his whole reason for coming to earth was “to give His life 
as a ransom for many.” He came to die as our substitute. Sin demands punishment—the 
punishment of death!—and Jesus Christ bore that punishment so that sinful people would not 
have to. I Peter 3:18 communicates this beautifully: “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
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just for the unjust (the righteous one—Jesus, for unrighteous ones—us), [and He suffered in 
our place in order] that He might bring us to God.” What an amazing truth! What an amazing 
display of love. Jesus, the Son of God who has eternally pleased God, died on the cross as the 
payment for our sins, in order to bring us to God! 
 
Jesus’ death is all the more amazing when you understand that Jesus didn’t merely suffer at the 
hands of sinful men. Certainly he was mocked, and spit upon, and beaten, and scourged, and 
nailed to a Roman cross. It was a terrible death, indeed. But far, far worse than Jesus’ suffering 
beneath man’s cruelty is this—Jesus suffered beneath the wrath of God! He was executed by 
God the Father! Isaiah 53, written some 800 years before Christ’s death, said that the Savior 
would be “smitten by God” and “crushed by God.” It says that He was “wounded for our 
transgressions” and “bruised for our iniquities.” “The punishment that brought us peace was 
suffered by Him, and by His stripes (or scourging) we are healed.” Jesus, though sinless, was 
clothed in the sins of the world, and was therefore judged by God as though He were a sinner. 
And just as our sins separate us from God, on the cross our sins were credited to Jesus, and 
they separated Him from God the Father. Remember His heart-rending cry, and understand its 
significance: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” The answer? God the Father 
forsook and judged God the Son in order that he might forgive and welcome sinners to 
Himself. Our sins have earned God’s wrath, and Jesus absorbed all of that wrath on the cross. 
Jesus died in our place, for our sins, as our substitute. The Bible pictures it this way: Jesus was 
wrapped in the filthy robe of our sin and punished, and He offers to us the beautiful, pristine 
robe of His righteousness that we might be accepted by God! What an exchange! What 
astounding love! As Romans 5:8 explains, “God demonstrates His own love toward us in this: 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” That was the reason for which He came to 
earth. When sin’s price was paid in full, Jesus shouted in triumph, “It is finished!” Then He died! 
 
It is certainly true that Jesus died for sinners. However, as Peter said in Acts 2:24, it was not 
possible for death to hold Him. As promised, three days after His crucifixion Jesus rose again 
from the dead—the glorious event we celebrate on Easter Sunday morning. The entire New 
Testament repeatedly rejoices in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. By His resurrection, Jesus 
conquered Satan, He proved that He had conquered sin, and that he had conquered death 
itself. What an awesome and wonderful Savior! 
 
Transition: You have heard that God exists and that He created the world. You have heard that 
you are a sinner who deserves God’s judgment. You have heard that Jesus Christ took that 
judgment in your place, then rose again from the dead. So, what difference does this make to 
you? That, friend, is a question of eternal consequence, and it leads us to our final point: 
 
4. You must turn from your sins and trust in Jesus Christ in order to have peace 
with God. 
 
Jesus’ death in your place and for your sins is an amazing provision for you. However, God 
requires that you respond to that provision in order for it to benefit you. Specifically, the Bible 
commands you to turn from your sin and trust in Jesus Christ alone in order to be right with 
God. 
 
Turning from sin is called repentance. Repentance isn’t “turning over a new leaf” or “cleaning 
yourself up.” As we’ll see, you can’t do anything to save yourself—you can’t add anything to 
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what Jesus has done for you. However, according to Matthew 1:21, Jesus came to save people 
“from their sins.” If you desire to have Christ as your Savior, you must desire to be delivered 
from your sins. You must turn from them to Christ. Notice how this is taught throughout the 
Bible. 
 

• Isaiah 53:6 described sin as our going “our own way” instead of God’s way. Well, Isaiah 
55:7 says “Let the wicked forsake his way, and unrighteous man forsake his thoughts, 
and let him return to the Lord, and God will have mercy on him and abundantly pardon 
him.” That’s clear enough. Turn from your sin and to God and be pardoned! 

• Acts 3:19 says essentially the same thing: “Repent and turn to God so that your sins will 
be blotted out (or forgiven).” In other words, if you do not repent of your sins, you will 
not be forgiven. 

 
Notice that the Bible teaches that you are to both turn from sin and turn to God. The idea 
expressed in Isaiah 55:7 is that you are walking toward sin, but then you stop and turn 
around—toward God. The Bible calls turning from sin repentance; it calls turning to God faith. 
You must trust in Jesus Christ as your only hope of salvation to be saved. 
 
In Acts 16, the Apostle Paul was asked by a sinner what he should do in order to be saved. 
Paul’s reply? “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.” The same promise 
applies to you today: if you will trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior—if you will have faith in 
Him, receive Him, embrace Him, rely upon Him alone—you will be saved! 
 
The Bible commands you to trust Jesus. I urge you: Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ! Listen to 
some of the best known verses from the entire Bible: 

 

• John 1:12 But as many as received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name: 

• John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

• John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. 

• I John 5:11-12 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is 
in His Son [Jesus]. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 

 
Notice that these verses command you again and again to trust in Jesus Christ. There is no other 
way, as Jesus stated himself in John 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father except by me.” You must come to God through Christ, or you cannot come at all.  
 
Also notice the consequence if you reject Christ and refuse to trust Him as your Savior: you will 
continue to be estranged from God; you will perish; you will not have life; God’s wrath 
will continue to hang over your head.  
 
Those same verses clearly require that you trust in Jesus alone. You must not trust in anything 
else—not your own morality or good works, not your church or religion, not baptism, not 
confession, not anything but Christ.  Scripture teaches that salvation must be received by faith 
in Jesus Christ. There is no other way. Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, Romans 4:5 and a multitude 
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of other Bible verses insist that salvation cannot be earned. Though many people believe that they 
will have peace with God and entrance into heaven because the have “been a good person.” 
That is a lie; it is clearly contradicted by the Bible. You are not a good person, and you cannot 
earn heaven! If you could do something to attain salvation, it wouldn’t be a gift. Indeed, if you 
could earn salvation, you wouldn’t need Christ. You must stop trying to deserve salvation and 
instead accept it as a free gift of God’s grace—His undeserved kindness to a guilty sinner! 
 
Friend, you have heard the truth from the Bible about how you, a sinner, can be right with 
God. Knowing that you have rebelled against your Creator and earned His judgment by your 
sin, I urge you to turn from your sin and trust Jesus Christ as your only hope. Reject your sin 
and embrace Jesus Christ. Receive Him as your Savior! You can do so right now; you don’t 
need a church, or a pastor, or anything else. You don’t need to say a particular phrase. You 
simply need to acknowledge your sin to God in prayer, ask Him for His mercy, and accept His 
gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. Do it, friend. Do it today, and find genuine peace with 
God!  
 
Romans 6:23 perfectly summarizes the whole Gospel: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 


